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NEWS AND NOTES

English Workers Send Aid

The English boat «Pacheo» has arrived at Valencia with
100 tons of provisions sent from London and destined for Ma-
drid. The Committee has gathered the support from workers’
organisations in all parts of Englard. The Spanish workers
are deeply grateful for this new evidence of solidarity abroad.
The workers are standing together, and thus they will be
invincible.

Boycott Franco

The three Scandinavian ships bound for ports of the fas-
cist part of Spain are still tied up in England by order of
the Scandinavian Sailors’ Union, which is supported by the
International Union of Transport Workers. This is an example
for workers everywhere.

Equal Rights for Women

A new decree has just been published by the Valencia
Government affecting the status of women in Spanish life. No
sex distinction will be made in civil life; women have the same
rights in law as men and can exercise all civil functions and
rights.

In marriage, neither of the parties has command of the
other; both are equally obliged by mutual and loyal corsent
to live together, remain faithful and aid one another, The
expenses of maintaing a home rest equally on both partners,
according to their respective means and working capacities.

The new decree represents a very big step forward in the
rights of women. What is most importart, when one realizes
the status of women in Spain in the past, is the recognition
of their equality with men.

Reformists Unity

Thd left wing of the Spanish  Socialist Party, under the
leadership of Largo Caballero, but guided in, fact by agents of
the Communrist Party within the Socialist Party, announces
that it is starting a campaign in the Socialist Party for unity
with the official Communists, such as the one that led to the
disappearance of the Young Socialists.

We are certainly not against the unity of Marxists. We
were the first to give the example of unity with the founding
of the P. O. U. M. in November 1935, long before the fictitious
fusiors rushed through since then. However, we hold that
the unification of Marxists is only progressive wken realised
on a revolutionary basis, as in the case of the fusion of the
Workers’ and Peasants’ Bloc and the Communist Left. The
precedent which the Stalinists and Left Socialists cite for
their unity does not arouse great hopes. The fusior of the
youth sections of the Socialist and Communist Parties resul-
ted in the new organisation, the United Socialist Youth, which
is the most right wing workers’ organisation in Spain, and
destroyed the magnificert forward march of the Young Soc-
ialists since October 1934.

Nothing else can come of the fusion now proposed. Those
who are promoting it know this. Let them fuse, however. In
this way confusion will be ended and the workers will know
where to turn to find the reform'sts of all varieties, who are
trying to hold back our revolutions.

For Revolutionary
UNITY!

The Valencian City Council

On the evening of February 3rd, the new mun.cipal Coun-
cil of Valencia was founded, with a comrade of the C. N. T.
as mnayor and of the U. G. T. as deputy mayor. The body
will be composed of six representatives of the C. N. T. six
of the U. G. T, three of the F. A. I. three of the Socialist
Parly, three of the Communist Party, two of the P. O. U. M,,
two of the Valencian Left, two of the Left Va'encian Party,
two of the Spanish Left, three of the Republican Left, three
of the Republican National Union and two of the Syndicalist
Party—thirty five in all

Workers Front?

Representing the P. O. U. M. in the Valencian town Coun-
cil are the Comrades José Grimalt and Edward de. Sirval, the
latter the brother of the journalist assassinated in October by
the Legionaries in the Oviedo prison.

The Communist Party alone raised its voice against the
admission of these two comrades and the party they represent.
All the otker parties accepted their places, but the Stalirists
instead, insulted our delegates, and as usual, called them
agents of Hitler and Mussolini. To cap it all, they withdrew
from the Council, as they already had from the Valencia
Provincial Council.

Who breaks the workers front?

The Trend

On February 3 the Counc:l of the Generality of Catalonia
decided that collectivization of the dairies is illegal. Meetings
are to be held with represertatives of the two trade union
centrals which have already carried out such collectivization
to find a solution for this «problemy.

SELL OUR BULLETIN
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A WORKERS' AND PEASANTS GOVERNMENT

The fall of Malaga is being used to bolster up a political
program which has failed o thousand times. The capitalist
democracy of the middle class, like those pseudo-Marxists who
«re unable to believe in the creative force of the working class,
floundering up to its meck in the swamp of its failure anrd
weakness, instead of retiring from the public scene, tries to
clear itself of the recent military defeats. Thus we see the
President of the Government in his recent speech at Valencia
—at the close of a demonstration of three hundred thousard
persons — stating  that «the Government needs deeds, nol
wordsy. May we suggest to Largo Caballero and his camp who
it is that has acted with deeds and who with words? Useless
verbiage has accompanied all the acts and policies of the
government. With speeches and more speeches, our democratls
irave paralyzed all offensive action; with the subterfuges of
« small-time lawyer, they have stocod in the way of a war
industry and a coordinated economy, the very things which
we need. On the contrary, it has been the working class which
has at all times offered its all—its life. In excharge for what?
In exchange for a gun—a gun which it has not received in the
majority of cases—with which to win the war and assure its
revolutionary conquests.

It is now, however, with the fall of Malaga, which demon-
strates the incapacity to which we were rejerring, that they
try to reinforce the governmental molicy of annuiling the rev-
clutionary action of the workers’ organisations. They speak
loudly of a «strong governmernty. A «strong government?» It
sounds good. It can be said without the least hint of what
they really want; but what they really want is perfectly obvious
to us: under the present circumstances, ¢ strong government,
that is, a strengthening of the power of the present ruling
clique would be realized at the experse of the revolutionary
independence of the workers’ organizations; or, more clearly
siuted, at their absolute and total submission to the policies
of the middle class. It is coming to the light as a large scale
manoeuvre, which our party, with its firm revolutionary stand,
wust oppose with all its might. What is needed to win the
war is not a strengthening of impatence; what is necessay
is rather a 1009 revolutionary program.

The Revolutionary Youth Front, in its great inaugural
meeting, and the Anarchist paver, «Solidaridad Obrera» have
taken the stand that the army needed is a revolutionary work-
ers’ army, an army which spritgs from the working class and
which is directly controlled by the workers’ organizations. This
is precisely our position. Not the «regular» cr «peop.es» army
-—such vague terms—but a revolutionary army alone can lead
us to victory. But such. a class army cannot be organized by
r. government whose program is typically middle class, it can
be organized only by a revolutionary government, a govern-
ment of the working class, a Workers’ and Peasants’ Govern-
ment. A «strong» government such as is now being called for

is not only a bluff, but a danger as well. It is ¢ darnger since
it would be imposed at the cost of the workers’ organizations
a«nd as a mortgage on their revolutionary program.

A strong government means a strengthening of the middle
class program. It is a fresh attempt to revive and fortify
a policy which has worse than fai.ed. No-one can speak of a
strong power-to win the war, because to win the war they
nust always count cn the working class. 1f the war has not
Lezen won, it is due exactly to the.r poiicy and not to the work-
ers, who have always been ready to fight. The workers,
with their revolutionary action, have never obstructed the
victory over fascism, as has the government with the pretext
¢y winning the war by oppos.ng the revolution. What is more,
o «strong government» cannot solve the problems that now
confront the whole Iberian Peninsula, this can be dore only
by a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government, which will know
how tc organize a really victoricus force through its revolut-
iondary program.

Aga:nst every manoeuvre of the middle class we will oppose
cur revolutionary action. Against a «strony government» we
will impose a Workers’ and Peasants’ Government. This alone
i¢ the guarantee of v.ctory, this alone can win the war and
n:ake the revolution.

«A Fascist Prisoner.»  «And just imagine!  He's a Spaniard. »
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58 Decrees to Smother the Revolution

The middle class is making a come-back. To
halt the democratic revolution during the two years
following the proclamation of the Republic in 1931,
the republicans and reformists then in power issued
a thousand or more decrees. They suceeded in stran-
gling the revolution. Now they are at it again. Bet-
ween the 8th. and 12th. of January they issued more
than 58 financial decrees. Not only a legislative re-
cord, but a counter-revolutionary monument. Their
aim is 'to «return to normalecy» in all realms.

The basic character of the financial decrees relating to the
municipalities, numbers 1 to 9 of the series, is that they are
aimed aganst municipal autonomy and that they attempt to
imbue the municipalities with the same middle-class spirit that
now guides the general policy of the Government of the Ge-
nerality, In the preamble of the decree dealing with municipa-
lization, there is to be found the most fervid praise of the
«gunquestionable zeal and service to the revolution» shown
by the political and trade union organisa:ons of all Catalonia,
which, at the outbreak of the fascist uprising, took over and
ran on their own account the various public services. Ii was
this that «made it possible for the large centres of populat-
jon to reassume a normal aspect without g break in continuity.»
After having openly recognised the success of the workers in
replacing their exploiters, the Councillor of Finance goes
on to tell us that «afler six months the return to normal
conditions in every possible respect makes it necessary at
present to contemplate and s.udy all questions hav.ng a bear-
ing on the above-mentioned services.»

The explanation of this contradiction is to be found in
the provisions of the new decree. The first article sets forth
that the town councils of Catalonia must propose to the Coun-
cillor of Finance within a period of thirty days, if they believe
it advisable, the municipalisation of those enterprises, or that
part of them, which is concerned wi:h the provision of public
services within the ‘territory under the jurisdiction of the Town
Council. The second article empowers the Town Councils to
propose the municipalisation of industrial activities, within the
same districts, that have hitherto remained in private hands.
According to the third article a mixed commission, made up
in each case of functionaries nominated by the Councillor of
Fnance and by the representatives of the Town Councils,
will make the final recommendations in relation to each mun:-
cipal project.

The Government of the Generality will, of course, have
to decide upon these recommendations. This is what the Coun-
cillor of Finance calls returning to normalcy. We do not know
concretely wha! sort of normalcy he is referring to. It is cer-
tainly no allusion to the normalcy obtaned by the workers in
taking over the operation of those public services abandoned
by the fascist capilalists. Nor is it a question of restoring the
state of affairs tha:. existed before the fascist uprising, since
the municipal law of Catalonia declares that all matlters relat-
ing to the municipalization of public services and municipal
corporations are under the exclusive jurisdiction of the town
Councls, and that the latter may make such decisions, not
«within thirty days», but whenever they consider such an en-
actment to the public benefit. In resumé, the decrees on muni-
cipalization are an attack against municipal autonomy and
constitute another obstacle placed before the socialzation of
our economy.

The decrees on municipal finance first establish the prin-
ciple—which we have always advocated—that nobody is in a
better position than the Town Councils themselves to apprec-
iate the ability of the citizens to pay taxes. But this is foll-
owed by the ruling that provisionally during the present circ-

umstances, the Town Councils can «propose»—and the Govern-
ment must provide the authorization—how they wll balance
their budgets.

Decree 12, 15, and 16 deal with the appropr.ation of build-
‘ngs, and prepare the way for evicting the workers’ organisa-
tions from the fine buildings they have been using since
July 19th.

Decrees 13 and 14 set up a Commission of Reparation and
Aid. One article expresses the purpose clearly: «All those citi-
zens who fulfilled the condit ons of residence in- Catalonia prior

“to July 1936 shall have the right to-compensation for damage

occasioned by the rebellion.»

Decrees 17 to 29 refer to Banks and Stock Markets. They
dissolve Commissions, Juntas, and Committees, set up new
ones, and elaborate rules. In no ways do they socialise the
banks. They only create and dissolve committees to gain time.

30 and 31 deal with the saving banks, 32 to 34 with In-
surance Companies.

37 creates an Authority for Foreign Trade Studies.

38 and 39 impose a sales tax, (o include sales of co-
operatives, and collectiv.sed establishments and those under
workers’ control. The municipalities will get not more than
one fifth of the revenue. This tax might have been imposed
between 1931 and 1934 when the Esquerra was in power-in
Catalonia, but was not thought of until the workers were
organising their own economy. Why s this? Because taey
are more eager to prejudice the New Economy than that of
the capitalists.

41—43 impose new taxes including heavy stamp taxes which
will impede the collectivization of industry.

44 deals with the wiping out of the debts of tardy tax-
payers by utilising the current accounts that they might have
in Banks. This would be a fitting measure if it had the purpose
of taking away from the bourgeoisie some of the wealth heaped
up at the expense of the workers. It would be an excellent
decree in the hands of a Workers and Peasants Government.
In the hands of the Esquerra it w:ll only serve as eye-wash.

45 is the most unpopular of all the decrees. It taxes the
use of radio receiving sets.

46 and 47 deal with the supply of water power and mineral
wa’ers.

48 is the most unfortunate decree of all. It suspends all
ren’s for almost two months—until March 1. Instead of muni-
cipalising the real es:ate and turning the rents to purposes of
war and social welfare as proposed by the P. O. U. M. in a
detailed bill, the quest'on is postponed.

49 td 58 deal with Housing Inspection, Government Fi-
nances, and radio broadcasting.

Comrade Taradellas and the Esquerra, it seems, are about
to smother the revolution with decrees,

* k%

REVOLUTIONAY LERIDA

Lérida, the red city of the Segre, vibrates with the will
for the social revolution, of which it will not be robbed, what-
ever the cost.

'‘During recent weeks, the Spanish and Catalan bourgeoisie
have attempted to halt the revolution and cut off the auton-
omy of the town governments, vital cells of the new society.
Tarradellas has been charged with this sad task—through his
already famous decrees.

If the working class in arms let the towns lose their own
personality it ‘would soon pay dearly. The revolutionary forces
of Lérida—the P. O. U. M,, the C. N. T,, the F. A. I, and the
Peasant’s Union—decided not to sacrifice the persona’ity of
that city and in a recent session of the Town Council they
voted the socialization of real estate, a project opposed by the
middle class—the Esquerra, Action Catalana and their P. S.
U. C., imitators, all of whom voted against it.
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The Republicans Lift their Heads

They are issuing manifestos. making speeches. They venture
to take the lead, suggesting political solutions. What has hap-
pened?

The Republicans, representing the middle classes have play-
ed a lamentable réle. They led the Republic of 1873 to its ruin.
They opened the way for the restoration of the monarchy.
Thereafter they were unable to fight manfully against the semi-
feudal reactionary monarchy. They have only served to divert
the working class from the path of its revolutionary emancip-
ation.

After the Second Republic was proclaimed they had but one
precccupation: to stop the revolution. They knew that under
the economic and political conditions re’gning in Spain, the
democratic revolution would turn into a socialist revolution.
The working class would take the power. They set up institut-
ions of republizan order, of capitalism, against this. By oppos-
ing the revolution, they led the Republic into the arms of the
counter-revolution.

After this experierice they temporarily lost control of the
masses. They were thrown down and it seemed that they could
not rise. The working class grouped around the Workers’ Allian-
ce. through which it made the October struggle. Thanks to that
effort, the workers were able to stave off a reactionary dictat-
orship and obtain the electoral victory of February, 1936.

But the republicans returned. They succeded in getting the
key positions ‘n the government of the country. How was this
possible? It was possible only because reformist socialism and
official communism of Spain were converted to bourgeois rep-
ublicanism. They both destroyed the Workers’ Alliance to form
the Peoples’ Front. They again entrusted the leadership of the
masses and of the Republican state to the republicans. And
again the republicans, for fear of the revolution, were on the
point of delivering us to the counter-revolution. The black
biennium* was ther work, and so was the military fascist
rising.

After the outbreak of civil war, for five months the rep-
ublicans were silenced. They acquired the habit of raising the
clenched fist. They listened solemnly to the «Internationaley.
At times they seemed more revolutionary than the real revol-
utionaries. They revealed a capacity to adapt themselves to all
ideologies: socialism, communism, anarchism. Was it not the
working class wh'ch was. leading the s'ruggle? Their instinct
of self-preservation counseled them to adapt ther step to that
of the worpers.

When, at the beginning, revolution was in the air,
they too spoke of revolution. Later they limited them-
selves to anti-fascism., Later, the defense of the demo-
crat’c republic. Finally, they have started to speak of
national unity and the defence of the fatherland.

At the same time, thev speak of the great Soviet democracy,
and Stalin, its great leader. They flatter Rosenberg and Ant-
onov Ovseenko, the Soviet Consul in Barcelona. They take the
presidency of the Congress of United Socialist Youth. They take
part in the meetings of the Red Aid. The bounds of the
Poeples’ Front have room for this and for still more.

Yes, opportunism is a great thing! It allows one to change
his position and his language as often as it seems convenicnt.

And now the republicans raise their heads. They claim
openly that they have always held the same positions. Azana,
who had almost been forgotten by everyone, returns to speak
to all Spaniards.. One of these days will he not announce that
he proposes to govern for all Spaniards? He is the president of
the Republic of all Spaniards even those who went astray.

What has happened? In the first place. the capitalist reo-
ublicans have come to feel themselves so strong, not just by
virtue of their own strength but by virtue of that which the
reformis's have lent them. This is what happened to the Rep-
ublic during :ts first two vears, and again after the elections
of February, 1936, This what they wish to bring about again.
Before they betraved the Jaca insurrection and the Asturias;
now they betrayv the revolution.

«El biennio negro» refrs to the two black years of the
Spanish workers which cover the period between the elections
of November 1933 and those of February 1936.

O ur Red F1ayg

According to the latest reports from the Aragon
Front, attempts are being made to have the flags of the
various organizations withdrawn and replaced by a single
flag—the Republican Flag—to be used by all organiza-
tions.

For three quarters of a century, the workers movement
has advanced under one banner—the Red Flag of Marxism;
three quarters of a century, during which our banner—the em-
blem symbolising the struggle of the working class—has be-
come a deeper and deeper red. Every day its colour is deepened
by the blood of our herolc martured comrades. The Red Flay
which sterds for struggle, sacrifice and faith in our ultimate
victory over all the forces of reaction, terror and counter-rev-
clution, this our banner shall ever be held high. Pride in our
tanner and our cause shall ever strengthen us, nrovided that
our banner be held constantly aloft. To haul down this banner
vwould be to renounce it, and this would be a renunciation of
cur revolutionary programme. Can we allow it to be pulled
down now, when the struggle is at its highest pitch? Can we
allow the symbol of a bankrupt regime to be nailed in its stead?
No, we cannot allow it, particularly in the fields of battle, in
the places captured from the fascists at the cost of the lives of
our best militants. Our flag cannot be hauled down. Our party
-nill not stand for it. If other organizations want to give in
to this counter-revolutionary manceuvre they may do so, but
the Red Flag with the four letters P. O. U. M. will remain
cloft as the emblem of the revolutionary workers and as a
guerantee of victory.

Two Imperialist blocs

In connection with the Spanish civil war two definite blocs
have been formed: that of Berlin, Rome, Lisbon, Tokio and
that of Paris, Moscow, London. The first of these wishes to
further the victory of Spanish fascism at all costs, in order to
convert Spain into a colony and a center of military operations
against its rivals. The second bloc wishes to prevent the victory
of fascism, bu' is equally determined to prevent the revolution
at any price. A revolutionary Spain would give an impetus to
the international revolution and would destroy the diplomatic
«status quo» in Europe. A bourgeois demorcratic and parliament-
ary Spain_ «united nationally against the invader» impoverished
and worn out by the civil war, could easilv be made to accept
the protection of the bloc of Paris-Moscow-London and wouid
support its diplomatic treaties. This goal can only be attained
through an armistice. But the belligerants refuse to accept such
an armistice at present. That is only because it is necessary io
prepare thé€ moral and material conditions for its acceptance.
Tha* is what is being actively carried out through the applic-
ation of a well calculated plan to which we have made repeated
reference.

The effort is being made fo confront us with the
following dilemma: If the fascists triumph, Spain will
have to wage war in support of the bloc of fascist count-
ries; if the present war is ended by means of an armistice
controlled by the Paris-Moscow-London bloc, Spain will
be compelled to fight a war against the fascist count-
ries. This will .not be a war, as they try to make us
believe, between democracy and fascism; it will be a
war between rival imperialist powers. The fact that
Russia forms part of one of these blocs does not change
the issue at all, since Stalin has abandonned the revelut-.
ionary, anti-imperialist, anti-war pelicy in order to con-
clude pacts with one group of imperialists against the
other.

Are we to remain silent in face of such perspectives? If we
were to do so we should be committing suic.de as a revolution-
ary party and be betraying the Spanish and international work-
inging class.
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The greatest youth meeting ever held in Barcelona,
both in size and in revolutionary enthusiasm, had been
that of the Iberian Communist Youth of the P. O. U. M.
on Sunday, January 31st. Some 8,000 wersons, the muajor-
ity of them Youth, crowded the Gran Price and demons-
trated their will to achieve the revolutionary slogans of
the P. O. U. M. This meetitg, however, was surpassed
on February 6th by the outdoor mass meeting of the
Revolutionary Youth Front, called by the Anarchists
Libertan Youth by way of opposition to the Youth Front
cf the Stalinist, Reformist, Republican and middle class
youth. It coincided with the new wupsurge of revolut-
ionary energy amongthe Catalan workers, and concretely
aemonstrated their revolutionary enthusiasm.

The common basis for the Revolutionary Youth
Front has been signed. The Working Youth of Catalonia
leads the way, as it did before October 1934, with the
Workers’ Alliance.

Thre Revo'utionary Youth Front is juced with great
resporsibilities and great pcssibilities. The revolution is
threatened and the Revolutionary Youth Front must be
in the vanguard of its defjence.

We salute the Revolutionary Youth Front. Forward
Comrades!

In the Plaza de Cataluna. the heart of Barcelona, was
held the huge mesting of the Revolutionary Youth Front,
arranged by the Libertan Youth with the partic'pation of
varicus other revolutionary youth organisations. This mee:ing
was ‘n direct revoiutionary cpposition to the Youth Front
which calls upon all Spanish and ‘Cathol’'c vouth to join upon
a mnational basis. The masses of revelutionary youth turned
out. surpassing all expectations and indicating the state of
mind of ‘he working vouth.

The appearance of the great square—so well associated
with revolutionary conquest—'s hard to describe, so great was
the crowd. Young workers were evervwhere with red or red
and black banners and signs. Among the slogans were seen
the following: «Malaga the Revolutionary Youth Front will
avenge you», «(Down with reformism», «To Win the War We
Must Make the Revolution», «The Communist Student Federa-
tion Fights for the Workers’ University» and «The Guard Pa-
trols are a Guarantee for the Revolution». Such signs were seen
arriving from all directions. many from the railway station
where the Youth poured in from the countryside in special
trains arranged by ‘he Libertarian Youth and the Iberian Com-
munist Youth together.

The bands of the Anti-Fascist Militia and of the Lenin
Barracks pilayed the «Sons of the People», the «Internat-
ionale» and other revolutionary hymns, while the crowd stood
wi'h clenched fists.

THE REVOLUTION

EXTRACTS FROM THE SPEECHES

Alfredo Martinez (ot the Libertarian Youth):

«Comrades: the Libertarian Youth, in organizing this meet-
‘ng in favour of the Revolutonary Youth Front. shows the
desire of the working youth to help in the triumph over fasc-
‘sm and the victory of the Revolution...»
Comrade Soiano (Secretary of the Iberian Communist Youth):

A Revolutionary Army must be created. The People’'s Army,
but compcsed of revolutionary workers. Not a pretence of a
neutral army. outside the political struggle. Franco’s army is
not a neutral army. nor was the army of the Czar. All armies
‘are poli‘ical, and we want an army controlled by the work-
ers’ organizations—the army of the Spanish workers’ revolu-
tion, of the international workers' revolut on.»

Amador Franco (for the Libertarian Yeouth of the Aragon
Front) :

«The ime hkas come to say that the Aragon front is impat-
ient to attack and all the militiamen agrze on this.

«The advancz of the workers brought their columns to the
gates of "he three capitals of Aragon. And the military acton
was paraiyzed. Why? Because the front was starved. While
Malaga was being attacked, all of our front called for an
advance. But there was no advance on account of the boycott
of “his front.

«This must be ended. The Aragon front is the key to
victory. The bovcott plays ‘nto the hands of fascism.»

Ramon Vallejo (for the Syndicalist Youth):

«Now is not 'he time for speeches. We seek the union of
all workers and n the first place of the revolutionary youth.

«Cities have been lost. but none won. Has this been due to
lack of ccurage on the part of :he workers? No. It is the fault
of the Command and situation behind the lines. Too much
cons'deration has been gliven to international politics, which
has paralyzed our offensve. The Revolutionary Youth Fron-
will overcome this inertia.»

Fidel Miro (Secretary of the Regional Committee of Libert-
arian Youth):

«This meeting marks the bez nning of a new per.od of the
Revolu'ion. a rek'ndiing of the fire and spirit of July 19th. The
unity of all sectors mus: be sincers and loval. No one should
slander any other organization.

«S:ix months have not solved the problems of the new
economy.

«The Revolution must go forward or else the coun-er-
revolution wll advance.»

CONCLUSIONS (submitted to the President of the Generality
after a huge parade to his headquarters):

1. General maebilization,

2. All heavy arms to the front; taking of all economic and
military measures necessary to a quick winning of the
war.

3. Reaffirmation of true anti-fascist unity.

1. Taking the necessary steps for a revolutionary army,
navy and aviation, the guarantee of victory.
Centralized power for the command of the armed
forces and the governmental leaders.

6. No more counter-revolutionary retreats. The people
desire that the events started on the 19th of July be
carried through te victory—in the war and the social
revoluticn.

To this end, the Revolutionary Youth Front will start, on
Wednesday next, to collect the guns behind the I'nes, no matter
who heolds them, and, beginnihg Saturday, will require that
every citizen doing useful work should carry a document from
one of the two .trade union organizations, stating that he
does wuseful work. Wheever lacks such a decumeat will be
mobilized for work in the fields and on fortification. To carry
this out, the Revolutionary Youth Front stands entirely behind
the Government of the Generality and the National Govern-
ment.

SJ!
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ARY YOUTH FRONT

CONSTITUTION

1. We believe that the Revolutionary Youth Front can
not be achleved without recognizing the soc’al and economic
transformation undergone by the Spanish peop’e since July
19th, Therefere all the organizations entering this front engage
themselves to further this social transformation and to defend
the revelutionary conquest already obtained. Our un‘on shall
give us the strength to triumph — TO WIN THE WAR AND
MAKE THE REVOLUTION — which is the mission of the RE-
VOLUTIONARY YGUTH FRONT.

2, To definitely and continuously take care that the rela-
tions between the Trade Union Centrals should become ever
more cordial until Trade Union Unity is achieved, in the
interest of the economic life of Spain.

3. To launch an intense campaign to obtain representa-
tion in the political and social adm’nistration of Spain of all
anti-fascist tendencies in propertion to the armed forces they
represent, so that we may thereby tie the bonds of the work-
ing class more firmly and estabiish the political and social
hegemony of the work'ng class, and through this effective and
uniform educational campaign lead to the cessation of narrow,
sectarian activity of parties or groups. In our meetings, cam-
paigns and press, we shall not eulogise any particular doctrine
in the name of the Revolutionary Youth Front but shall dedic-
ate all our acts to uphold the morale of the fighting men
and to assure them thatl the youth behind the lines will carry
through their ardent desire for freedom, preserving the full
autonomy of the affiliated organizations, that they may ex-
pound the'r ideas, tactics and aims, and keeping throughout
these campaigns complete respect and consideration for the
others represented on this Front, as well as for the other
organizations allied in the anti-fascist struggle.

4. In the social field we believe that in as much as all of
the anti-fascist tendencies are federalist, this should be the
political-social system which should rule the Iberian towns.
Henceforth we should procure the fullest autonomy for each
region, district and town.

5. We believe that to give the anti-fascist forces the great-
est effic’ency the pecple’s army must be given a revolutionary
character. We hold it necessary to establish a unified commanad,
controlled by the workers’ organizations. The military com-
mand of the revolutionary people’s army should be the faith-
ful expression of the revolutionary aspirations of the fighters,
in order that there may exist that mutual confidence indispen-
cable to the victory over fascism! This Revolutionary Youth
Front will struggle for a cleansing of the People’s War School
and for the prior right of entry of the Young Fighters therein.

6. The affiliated organizations demand that all the armed
troops, guards, carabneros, soldiers, marines and peopie’s
militia should receive the same pay. We demand an energetic
cleansing of the bureaucracy, a reduction of large salaries,
suppression of the duplicity of office holders paid by the state.

7. The Revolutionary Youth Front assumes the task of
clearing away the parasites and enemies of the Revolution and
of the antfascist cause remaining behind our lines. All those
whose age and physical condition permit their doing useful
labour should bear a document giving evidence of their occup-
ation, or cotherwise they shculd be mobilized for work in the
fields, on fortifications or to fight at the front. At the same
t'me, The Revolutionary Youth Front shall at all times strive
for sccially useful labour and a selection of production. The
Revolutiorary Youth Front shall undertake an intense camp-
aign for adapting all industries te the war needs, and for
sccialization of banking, transportation, and heavy industry.

8. The Revolutionary Youth Front will stand by the
Peasant Youth to obta'n for them full rights to the land.
socializat’'on of the land, creation of peasant collectives, and
leave freedom of production to these small preprietors who
require no hired heip to cultivatz their lands. We shall show
the need of respecting the work of the peasant in all its aspects
and we shall ever reveal more clearly the inter-relations of town
and country,

9. We propose the national coordination of production
under the control of the two Trade Union Federations, the
C. N. T. and the U. G. T. In view of the important role of
cooperatives as an anti-capitalist force, the Revolutionary Youth
Front proposes that thev be respected and incorporated into
the new socialist society.

10. The Kevolutionary Youth Front undertake as a necess-
ary premise that every youth belong'ng to any participating
organization shall join as a worker of the C. N. T. or the
U. G. T., except for students who belong te professional org-
anizations,

BY-LAWS

1. To enter this Revolutionary Youth Front it is necessary
to accept the above constitution.

2. All organizations of working youth and all students,
sport and mil'tary youth organizations which are revolutionary
and anti-fascist are eligible to join the Revolutionary Youth
Front,

3.  This Revolutionary Youth Front shall establish rela-
tions with all the anti-fascist Youth Fronts in the weorld, stir-
ring them to bring effective support to the Spanish working
class which is fighting against fascism and for the SOCIAL
REVOLUTION.

Signed by
THE SYNDICALIST YOUTH (SYNDICALIST PARTY).

THE YOUTH OF THE FEDERAL IBERIAN PARTY.

THE FEDERATION OF COMMUNIST STUDENTS (POUM,).
THE WORKERS’ SPORT UNION.

THE UNION OF COOPERATIVE YOUTH.

THE IBERIAN COMMUNIST YOUTH (POUM.).

THE YOUTH SECTION OF THE «FREE WOMEN».

THE FREE THOUGHT STUDENT FEDERATION.
STUDENTS OF THE C. N. T.

LIBERTARIAN YOUTH OF CATALONIA (ANARCHIST),

Stalinist Slogans

The United Socialist Youth of Catalonia, the Stalinist.
Republican spearhead of tke «Ycuth Front», not only refgsed
to participate in the «Revolutiorary Youth Front», but attained
new heights of nationalism and reaction in its campaign
against the working-class youth. Here we reproduce the three
hand bills passed out cn February 3rd in Barce'ona over the
signature of the J. S. U. (United Socialist Youth).

CATALONIA IN DANGER!

On the Aragon front the German and Italian fascists are
preparing a strong offensive, and they are preparing to land
troops on the coasts of our Catalonia.

YOUTH OF CATALONIA, ARISE, AND CATALONIA WILL
BE FOR THE CATALANS FOREVER.

J. S. U., Barcelona.

THE YOUTH

of Catalonia do not want a «<REVOLUTIONARY» youth which
stays behind the I'nes asking for much bread but no sacrifices.
J. S. U., Barcelona.

THE YOUTH DEMAND

compulsory military service
a regular People’s Army
iron discipline

no meore literature and a

GOVERNMENT WHICH TENACIOUSLY AND MANFULLY
ENFORCES ITS DECREES,
J. S. U, Barcelona.
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THE YOUTH OF THE P. 0. U. M.

The Enlarged Central Comittee of the Iberian Commun’st
Youth (J. C. 1), the youth organisation of the P. O. U. M.
met in Barcelona from January 29th to 31th. More than 200
delegates gathered from Catalonia, Aragon, the Levant, and
Madrid, to represent ‘he revolutionary youth of Spain.

The J. C. I. has more than 10.000 members in Catalonia.
4000 of its m:litia men are fighting on the Aragon and Madrid
fronts. It has a large press, wh'ech spreads the slogans of revol-
utionary youth ‘hroughout the whole of Workers’ Spain. Its
central paper, «Juventud Comunista», has a weekly circulation
of 16.000, while all of its publications have a total circulation
of 40.000. These figures give some idea of the importance of
the J. C. I. and of the influence wh'ch it exerc'ses over the
working masses.

The following is a short summary of the resolutions
adopted:

Serious problems confront the young workers and peasants.
Since the capitulation of the united socialist and communist
vouth, which demand unity with the catholic, and even with
the fascist-minded youth, under the slogan «The Youth Front»,
there now exist only two revolutiecnary youth organisations—
The Libertarian Youth, and the J. C. I, whose slogan must
be—«The Revolutionary Proletarian Youth Front».

The J. C. I. demands the building of a revolutionary army,
based on soldiers’ committees, and not the creation of the
regular army, as called for by the reformists.

The J. C. 1. insists on the preservation of bodies which
sprung spontaneously from the work'ng class during the first
days of the struggle, namely the control committees and
patrol guards which are composed of representatives of various
sections of the workers, and which are the basis of the future
workers democracy, and the one and only safeguard of the
revolutionary regime.

The J. C. I. demand that the law giving political, civil,
and legal rights to young workers 18 years of age should be
extended to the whole of Spain. This law was proposed by our
Comrade Nin, the former Minister of Justice, and was adopted
by the Catalan Government.

The J. C. 1. calls on the peasant yeuth to create in the
country a spirit favourable to collective work.

The young workers are moreover called upon to enforce
the revolutionary slogans in the realm of culture, and to build
a true class culture. It is they who, free from the vices of re-
formism, can launch against the hourgeo’s culture the most
energetic struggle.

In the resolutions adopted by its enlarged Central Com-
mittee. the J. C. I has given further proof that the young

workers understand the revolution, and has shown how they
intend to solve the special problems of youth.

The J. C. I is the advance guard of the Spanish Revolu-
tion. It has given its best militants to the revolution, and
w1l continue to give them, in the fight for the vic'ory of the
workers revolution and socialism.

SOLDIER ASSEMBLY

Seli-government at the Lenin Barracks

A few days ago there took place a meeting of all the sold-
iers of the infantry regimen: at the Lenin Barracks in Barce-
lona. More than 1.300 enlisted workers were present.

The committees of the various companies had met pre-
viously and had agreed upon a code of discipline to be presented
to the assembly. After a free discussion the followng rules
were adopted:

1. Daily assemblies of the men will be held at
8§ A. M. and at 3.30. Any comrade who is absent from
these wi.thout valid reason will be punished with three
days of hard labor, the character of this latter is to be
determined by the soldiers’ committees.

2. All who do not accomplish their duty will be
punished in the manner set forth in the first article.

3. All comrades found gambling, drunk, or guilty of
immoral acts will be punished with six days of hard
labour on fortifications,

4. Comrades who commit deeds that infringe upon
the principles of hygiene and cleanliness, will be com-
pelled to clean what they have dirtied, and the fact will
be made public before the'r company.

5. Comrades who contract venereal diseases as a
result of negligence and who fail to notify the sanitary
service, will have their names made public, and will be
punished. Those whose case is chronic will be treated.

The present code is applicable to officers as well as men
without distinc ion of grade.

A further article provides that all recruits who have des-
erted from the barracks will be sought for by the soldiers
comm.tee undsr whose jurisdiction they find themselves, and
after ther readmission, shall appear before the Committee,
which shall apply the punishment merited by their counter-
revolutionary behavior.
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AT THE FRONT

«Hell, it’s raining again!»

«Well, what the hell are you moaning about? It’s raining
on the fascists too.»

But rain and fascist bullets do not dampen the spirits
of my I. L, P. comrades. We are at present in a small village;
we are entirely sourrounding the fasc'sts and holding the major
part of the road to Saragossa. The fascist position is not a
comfortable one. We are in dugouts, two or three men each.
All our English section is together, although, of course, we
are side by side with our Spanish comrades and a jolly fine
set of fellows they are. The dugouts are as nice and comfort-
able as can be expected under the conditions.

When we arrived we at once set to work to make our
«home» as Engl'sh as possible. We made a dug-out large enough
Lo accomodate both our Spanish comrades and ourselves, which
we named the «town hally. Here each day we have lessons in
Spanish. The lessons last about one hour a day and must be
taking effect as I see that some of our boys are getting «well
off» with the Spanish women comrades who do our cooking,
which I can assure you is good. At least our captives said so.

On the first night of opening our «town hally we gave a
concert to our Spanish comrades and believe me, I wish we
hadn’t. We have to give one every night now, and all you
can hear all day is «Pop-Eye the Sailor Man», which undoub-
tedly is the favorite. «O. K., Baby», comes in for its share of
popularity also. Our Spanish comrades obliged with a concert
too, and one in particular was a beautiful singer. He was
once a bank clerk, and gave up a safe and comfortable position
to figh: for the workers. There are dozens like him in our
ranks: no thought of reward, just a sincere desire to defeat
fascism.

Our duty during the day consists of guarding our positions,
I should say day and night; our boys do two hours on and
ten off.

We have made the usual raids which are carried out at
night, just to make sure the enemy is still where we want him.

In the week since we have been in this position we have
had sixteen fascist deserters. I am best able {o write about
three prisoners and thelr dog, whom I was personally respons-
ible for conducting to our commander. They came across to
us at about 3 p.m. so you can imagine the risk they took.
They preferred to face death rather than stay where they
were. When they approached our lines, our Spanish comrades

met them with open arms and they kissed one another like
long losl brothers.

This is the story they told to us while they ate (and did
they eat). They were conscripied into the fasc.st forces, and
they said that desertion was rife. As a preventive the fascists
warned them that n the fulure their families would be made
to suffer, in what manner they did not say. They were
commanded by a German officer who had with him four
German N. C. O’s. These were the only members left of a
group of one officer, four N. C. O.s and twelve men.

Their clothes were forn and their underclothes in a filthy
state. We made them strip and gave them some of our own
clothing. They were like wolves at the food and ate at least
eight men’s ra:ions. The dog we kept for a mascot; we have
named him Franco in memory of his former sufferings, which
‘s perhaps an insult to the dog. He cannot tell us whether he
is happy or not, but at least he gets three meals a day, which
is some:hing he never got before.

The prisoners told us that the officer and the four N.C.O.’s
were brutal to them. I have no doubt that their decision to
deser: was prompted as well, by the propaganda that our
Spanish comrades sent across through amplifiers from twelve
midnight to 6 a. m. as a way of passihg the night.

I trust that the people at home and elsewhere will believe
what I have written, nad take with a pinch of sal the capital-
ist tales they read about us; we are British; we are British
mother’s sons fighiing for a cause which we know is right.
Cast your memor.es back to 1914-1918 when we fought for a
cause which the capitalists told us was just right when we
butchered our brother workers for their profi:. This time,
however, we are fighting for the right to live for our profit.

I ask all our comrades at home to do all they can to
help us, as it is for them, as well as our Spargsh comrades,
that we are fighting and willing to give our lives that fascism
may be defeated, and that workers of every creed may live in
peace. To all our friends at home, we are all happy, well
clothed and well fed, but I ask you to do all you can to help,
as all the soldiers are not as well off as we are. Send donations
and woolen clothing to the I. L. P. at 35 St. Bride Street,
London, E, C. 4.

To the workers of :he world, SALUTE and good luck.

Yours sincerely,
One of the I. L. P. boys.

EMERGENCY RESOLUTION OF THE I. L. P.
PASSED AT THE LONDON WINTER DIVISIONAL
CONFERENCE, 1937.

This Conference decisively condemns the attacks on P. O.
U. M. by the Spanish C. P. (endorsed by the C. 1) and the
Soviet Government’s representatives. These attacks are based
upon the present non-revolutionary policy of the C. I. which
is bitterly opposed to the idea of the Spanish Revolution.

The success of the Spanish workers depends upon the
ability of all Revolutionary Workers to defeat this campaign,
and we pledge our full support to all actions in defence of the
Spanish Revelution.

As a first step to this end we call upon the N. A. C. to
take the lead in the formation of a Commission of Inquiry
from the International Movement to investigate the charges
made against P. 0. U. M.

* ¥ ¥
THE LL.P. TELEGRAM TO CABALLERO
Largo Caballero,
President of the Council of Ministers, Valencia.

In. the name of the Independent Labour Party and its
parliamentary minority we ecnergetically protest against the
seizure of the P, 0. U. M. radio at Madrid and the suspension
of their newspaper «Combatiente Rojo» and we beg in the
interests of the antifascist struggle and the Revolution that
the full rights be restored to the P. O. U. M. in Madrid and
throughout Spain.

Independent Labour Party,

Maxton, President. Fenner Brockway, General Secretary.

SELL OUR BULLETIN

Frequently the path of human history depends upon the
action of a relatively small group of revolutionaries who show
the way for the masses to follow. Now is the time, comrades,
to learn the pitfalls as well as the correct way to the work-
ers’ society. Study the events in Spain——the hopes and dangers
of this present revolutionary situation. Read the English bull-
etin of P. O. U. M.-—the SPANISH REVOLUTION. Order a
bundle and sell it.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION can be had through our
agents for two pence or five cents a copy. Order from:

The Independent Labour Party, 35 St. Bride St. London.
The Marxist League, 238 Edgeware Road, London, W. 2.

The League for a Revolutionary Workers’ Party (U. S.) 126
E. 16th Street, New York City.

The L. R. W. P. (Canada) 4, Alexander St., Toronto, On-
tario.

Friends of Workers Spain, Box 785, Chicago, Illineis.

Ernest Erber, 549, Randolph St., Chicago, Illinois.

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION, 10 Rambla de los Estudios,
Barcelona, Spain.

Other agents are requested. Money for the P.0.U.M. can be
sent by money order or the American Express Co. to the LL.P.
London, to be forwarded to us here.
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NEWS AND NOTES

Red Pictures

The Red Cinema Club, attacr.ed to the Central Educational
Secretariat of the P. O. U. M, commenced its activity last
Sunday with a private showing of good pictures for the party
comrades. This presentation was such a success as to warrant
enlarged activity. The Commissariat of Propaganda of the
Generality is already publicly presentirg good Russian pictu-
res, with wide publicity.

As Before July 19th

The Central Government at Valencia has imposed upon
the Customs Guards the absolute obligation of preventing its
members from joining any political or trade union organizat-
ion, and even from atterding meetings connected with such
organizations. They must limit themselves to the enthusiastic
fulfillment of their duty to the legitimate government. Those
who fail to do this will be punished under the code of Military
Justice.

In Madrid

Our Comrade Romualdo Fuentes, militant from the section
of Llerena, and political commissar of the «Lenin» Batalliorn,
which has been fighting so bravely on the Madrid fron:, has
tallen, gravely wounded, while storming, together with other
P. O. U. M. forces, a fascist trench. The magnificent role of
the P. O. U. M. on this front has cost us more than thirty
comrades; our party has once more showr its great capacity
for revolutionary heroism.

P. 0. U. M. Textile Conference

Sunday morning, February 14th, :he P. O. U. M.’s Confer-
ence of the Textile Industry was held in Barcelona under the
direction of Comrade Oltra Pico. The princ'pal conclusion
favoured were:

1. Trade Union Unity (of the rival federations),

2. The immediate establishment of the General Coun-
cil of the Textile Industry

3. Establishment of Industrial Unions (one centralised
union to cover the whole industry)

4. Gradual and progressive socialization of the Textile
Industry.

Another P. O. U. M. Radio

In addition to the short wave stations E. C. P. 1 and
E. C. P. 2 (42 meters), at Barcelona, the P. O. U. M. announ-
ces the opening of its station E. C. P, 3 at Lérida.

This new station wll be on the air from noon till 2 P. M.
and 6 to 9 P. M. with a normal wave length of 214 metres, and
from 9 till 10 P. M. (Greenw.ch :iime) with a shor{ wave
length of 39 meters. Reception reports welcomed. Write to
RADIO P. O. U. M, Barcelona.

American Comrades

Comrade Harry Milton, the first of ‘he Debs Column to
arrive in Barcelona, s now at the Aragon Front with the LL.P.
contingent.

Comrade Hugo Oehler of the Revolutionary Workers’
League has arrived in Spaln to s.ay until the Barcelona
congress.

EE

CORRECTION

In the lead aricle of our last issue it was erroneously
stated that «This is the first revolution to succeed since the
Russian Revolution.» The article in «La Batallay from which
it was translated rather meant «This is the firs: major revo-
lutionary attempt since the Russian Revolution.»

«Emancipacién»

The interests of the woman worker will be deferded in
«Emancipacién», the fortnightly organ of the Womans’ Secret-
ariat of the P. O. U. M. This publication in Spanish will
treat the problems directly affecting the woman in these
moments of revolutionary transition.

«Emancipaciér.» will be the magazine of the working
women, who will see reflected in its diverse departments, those
questions of personal and political life which require realistic
solutions. For further information address the Women’s Secret-
ariat of the P. O. U. M., Rambla Estudios, 10.

«The Red Aid of the P. O. U. M»

Tr.e Red Aid of the P. O. U. M. has just brought out the
first number of a splendid illustrated review, the returns of
which will go to he’p the refugees and orphans of the Revol-
ution. On smooth paper, it possesses perfect reproductiors of
original photos of the stirring struggle on the Madrid and
Aragon fronts, and of the results of the bombardments. It
includes, likewise, pictures of the life of orphans in the Soviet
Union and in Spain, ard a resumée of the activities of the
Red Aid of the P. O. U. M.

This review, which is really a document of our struggle in
pictures, is sold at 25 centimos.

Comrades! Buy «The Red Aid of the P. O. U. M.» to help
those who have given their all for the revolution.
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THE BLOCKADE OF REVOLUTIONARY SPAIN

The recent decisions of the London Commitiee
mark a new phase in the attitude of the great powers
towards the civil war in Spain. With the participa-
tion of ’neutral” France and England along with the
aggressors, Italy and Germany, a land and sea block-
ade of Spain is being organised.

What do the great imperialist powers want?

From the first, the attitude of the fascist states,
italy, Germany and Portugal, has been evident. They
watched the preparation of the fascist uprising with
favour. They encouraged and sustained it. They bold-
ly brought it their effective support, in arms, muni-
tions and men. No pact has succeeded in restraining
them from helping their vassal, for which they have
all acquired incontestible territorial and economic
cdvantages.

Imperial England and democratic France are
bound, in this as in other European problems, to ad-
vance the democratic London-Paris-Moscow bloc
against the fascist bloc. The policy of England and
France, the former leading the latter, has been di-
rected as much against a revolutionary Spain as
against the puppet Franco, behind whom the
threatening fascist powers are hiding. The European
democracies fear the revolution more than fascism
and ‘their major concern has been to localize he
Spanish civil war.

The success of Franco would be a direct ihreat
to the democratic bloc. The triumph of the Spam'sli
workers, on the other hand, would threaten the pri-
vileges of world capitalism. In face of this alterna-
tive, Russia, in spite of her direct intervention,
stands beside the democratic imperialist bloc, giving
her support only upon the condition that the capita-
list republic be mantained in Spain.

After repeated open violation of the mon-inter-
vention pact on the part of the fascist powers, Fran-

ce and England have brought about a blockade of
Spain. What will be the result?

The blockade will not help the Spanish Revolu-
iion. It has already been applied against it. Since
February, 20, France has closed her frontier to Cata-
lonia, preventing foreigners from passing. She is
taking rigorous measures of control. Her haste is far
ahead of that of Portugal or Italy and Germany.

Who will stop the mercenaries of the fascist
countries, disguised as “volunteers” for the Spanish
Legion, from landing in the rebel ports? A French or
British navy? No sanctions are provided.

Who will control the coasts and ports of the
loyalists? The German and Italian navies, ready to
renew their cowardly aggression against the civil
population!

The experience of these seven months of civil
war, which has demonstrated the impotence of the
democratic countries in face of the aggression of the
fascist powers, justifies our scepticism regarding the
results of the control.

There is a direct relation between the date of
March 6th, first chosen for beginning the control,
and Franco’s latest offensive against Madrid. In as
much as this attack has failed again, the blockade
cf the fascist coasts will not be applied as yet.

The blockade of Spain is a coercive measure on
the part of those who would force the workers to
abandon their revolution and to conclude a shame-
ful peace with their worst class enemies, under pain
of being strangled.

The Spanish workers can expect no help from the
democratic governments of Europe. They are however

resolved to defend their revolutionary conquests to the
end.

Workers of the world, help them!

Down with the blockade of revolutionary Spain!




